
Portfolio Artifacts: St. Catherine of Siena 

Church & School

#1. Presenting the rationale for restructuring the parish to parish leadership. Please ignore the formatting 
issues generated by conversion of the old file.
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#2. I drew together a core group providing leadership in establishing 12 house churches where parishioners 
meet regularly. This organizational team drew from local educators, business people, and those with prior 
experience of small church groups.


Among the dedicated and effective members of the Core Team, everyone considered us to be lucky to have 
RADM (Ret.) Joseph C. Strasser as a member of the team. Joe was a good friend, and I was lucky to work 
with him early in my ministry.
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#3. I regularly taught continuing ed courses at multiple sites to religious education teachers in the eastern end 
of the Diocese of Erie, and assisted in rewriting course content for some of these. 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#4. Sr. Nancy Fischer supervised my teaching of adult continuing education, and the establishment of small 
church communities at St. Catherine’s. This is her 2005 recommendation of me to the faculty of Duquesne.
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#5. Portions of my final evaluation, edited for space, by Pastor Richard Siefer prior to my ordination as a 
priest.
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#6. Investiture at St. Catherine’s during my ordination to the transitional diaconate by supervisor Rev. Richard 
Siefer, and Msgr. Jan Olowin of my home parish of St. George in Erie, PA. 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#7. Upon assignment to St. Catherine’s as a seminarian, I was entrusted with conducting an assessment of 
the vitality of the outreach of the parish to the community. This Vitality Study of the Diocese of Erie was 
commissioned by Bishop Donald Trautman. Ignore the formatting issues generated by conversion of the old 
file.
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#8. Communicating with the parish about an opportunity to learn about the spiritual traditions of the Catholic 
Church historically enshrined in some of its major religious orders.
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#9. An outline of the mini course I developed and taught first at St. Catherine’s.
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#10. My first Christmas homily, delivered to the children of the parish on Christmas Eve 1995.


NB: I have 100+ supporting documents from my tenure in this first parish assignment.
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